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SUBJECT: EX-SOMALI AMBASSADOR TO KENYA COMMENTS ON BARRE REGIME 
REF: NAIROBI 3184(NOTAL) 

1 . EX SOMALI AMBASSADOR TO KENYA HUSSEIN HAAJI ALI PUALF.H, 

WHO DEFECTED FROM SOMALI ARMY TO KENYA JANUARY 1978, CALLED 
ON ME APRIL 4. 

2. WHILE MUCH OF WHAT HE RECOUNTED FOLLOWED IS PRESS 
CONFERENCE OF FEBRUARY 28(REFTEL), HIS COMMENTS ON BARRE'S 
SEEMINGLY PARANOIC CONCERNS OVER SECURITY WERE INTERESTING. 
DUALEH SAID BARRE TRUSTS NO ONE AND UNSUCCESSFULLY TRIED TO 
INVOLVE HIM, WHEN HE WAS AMBASSADOR IN NAIROBI, IN PLAN TO 
"LIQUIDATE" SOME POLITICAL ENEMIES IN EXILE. DUALEH, WHO 
CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN TARGETED FOR LIQUIDATION HIMSELF, 

PAINTED PICTURE OF BARRE AS ISOLATED, RUTHLESS AND CUNNING 
LEADER. 
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3. ON SOVIET RELATIONSHIP WITH SOMALIA, DUALEH TOLD 


ME THAT THE BULK OF THE SOMALIS-OFFICIALS, ARMY 
OFFICERS AND PUBLIC-HAD DESPISED THE SOVIETS WHEN THEY 
WERE IN SOMALIA. ONLY BARRE AND A HANDFUL OF CLOSE 
ADVISORS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING SOVIET LINK. 
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HE ADDED THAT BARRE COUNTERACTED HOSTILITY TOWARDS 
SOVIETS BY WARNING "IF YOU ARE AGAINST RUSSIANS, YOU 
ARE AGAINST ME." DUALEH CLAIMED IT IS NOT POSSIBLE 
FOR SOVIETS TO RETURN TO SOMALIA GIVEN PROFOUND DISLIKE 
OF SOVIETS BY ALL SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY. INCLUDING 
MILITARY. MAKING IT APPEAR AS THOUGH SOVIET RETURN WERE 
A POSSIBILITY SERVES BARRE'S PURPOSE OF TRYING TO GET 
ASSISTANCE FROM WEST. 

4. DUALEH BELIEVES IT WOULD BE GREAT MISTAKE FOR U.S. 

TO FURNISH ARMS TO SOMALIA BECAUSE THIS WOULD GIVE THE 
SOVIETS AND CUBANS A PERFECT EXCUSE TO REMAIN IN 
ETHIOPIA. 

5. DUALEH, WHO SERVED AS LT. COL. WITH SNA IN OGADEN, 

SAID THAT ETHIOPIAN F-5E AIRCRAFT WERE SUPERIOR TO 
MIG-2 l'S IN AEREAL COMBAT AND WERE EFFECTIVE AGAINST 
SOMALIS GROUND CONCENTRATIONS, PARTICULARLY GUN 
EMPLACEMENTS. HE SAID AGAINST F-5E SOMALI AIR FORCE 
FOUND MIG- 17 BETTER THAN MIG-21. HE FURTHER COMMENTED 
THAT U.S. MILITARY OFFICER TRAINING. FROM WHAT HE 

SAW OF U.S. TRAINED ETHIOPIAN OFFICERS. WAS SUPERIOR 
TO SOVIET OFFICER TRAINING WHICH CONCENTRATED ALMOST 
EXCLUSIVELY ON ARTILLERY. DUALEH ADDED THAT WHEN 
SOMALIS OFFICERS LACKED HEAVY ARTILLERY THEY WERE AT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 NAIROB 05277 062223Z 

A LOSS AS TO WHAT TO DO. HE NOTED THAT SOMALI ARMY 
HAD YOUTHS OF 1 1-13 YEARS OF AGE AT THE FRONT AND THAT 
THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN SOMALIA(DUALEH IS A NORTHERNER) 
SUFFERED MOST FROM THE WAR. 

6. DUALEH TOLD ME HS IS PRESENTLY WRITING A BOOK ABOUT 
HIS EXPERIENCES AND WOULD LIKE A PLACE IN A U.S. 

UNIVERSITY WHERE HE COULD CONTINUE HIS WRITINGS AND 
PURSUE STUDIES. HE IS A GRADUATE OF SANHURST MILITARY 
ACADEMY. I TOLD HIM I WOULD LOOK INTO POSSIBILITIES IN 
U.S. UNIVERSITIES. 

7. COMMENT: DURING THE SHORT TIME WE WERE COLLEAGUES 

IN NAIROBI, AMBASSADOR DUALEH IMPRESSED ME AS FORTHRIGHT 
AND INTELLIGENT. I STILL HAVE THIS IMPRESSION. I 
CANNOT VOUCH FOR THE INFORMATION ABOVE, BUT PASS IT 
ALONG FOR WHAT IT MIGHT BE WORTH. 
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